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LAKE JOHNSON CENTER 

PARK MISSION STATEMENT 

 
To recognize it as a special park not only within 
the Raleigh parks system, but its particular 
location within its urban environment. 
Conservation, enhancement and protection of 

the park’s natural resources should be 
emphasized. The park should provide its users a 
variety of park activities while encouraging them 
to learn about, experience and appreciate 
nature.  

         -1993 Lake Johnson Park Master Plan 

 
BACKGROUND 

 

The 1993 Lake Johnson Master Plan 
recommended a Park Interpretive and 
Community Center with a strong component for 
education. Funding of $2.7 million was included 
in the 2007 Parks Bond program for the planning, 

design and construction of the facility.  
 
In the spring of 2010, the Raleigh Parks and 
Recreation Department selected the design 
team of Szostak Design, Chapel Hill, and 

HadienStanziale, Durham, to provide professional 
planning and design services for this multi-
purpose facility. The team went through an 
extensive public input process and conducted 
preliminary assessments on different sites within 

the park in order to definitively locate the new 
building.  
 
In February 2012, City Council approved the 
swimming pool site adjacent to Athens Drive High 

School as the final location for this multi-purpose 
facility, as originally recommended in the 1993 
Master Plan. 

 

SCOPE 

 

The proposed Lake Johnson Center will house 
multi-purpose space for education and 
community functions, interpretive display on 
nature and health, administration area as well as 
support spaces such as restrooms and storage. 

As proposed in the 1993 Master Plan, the center 
may include specific elements in support of this 
area of the city and provide a distinctive 
connection to the outdoor natural environment.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

Adjacent property owners and tenants, 

community organizations with a focus on 
education, nature and fitness will be invited to 
provide input on building programming and 
preliminary design. The public process will 
include: 

• Initial introduction at West Citizens Advisory 
Council meeting 

• Public input meetings to discuss programming 
and review preliminary design concept 

• Presentation of schematic design to Parks, 

Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board 
(PRGAB) for review and approval 

• Presentation of schematic design to City 
Council for review and approval 

 

TIMELINE 

 

• Public input Oct. 2012 - Feb. 2013 
• PRGAB review & approval Feb. - Mar. 2013 
• Council approval April 2013 

• Construction documents April - Aug. 2013 
• Bidding & contract award Aug. - Dec. 2013 
• Construction Jan. - Oct. 2014 
•  

 

October 2012  


